Expression of Hex mRNA in early murine postimplantation embryo development.
The onset of Hex expression and its role in early murine development was analyzed using in situ hybridization. Hex mRNA was first detected in the chorion of the ectoplacental cavity and weakly at the visceral endoderm of the future yolk sac at embryonic age (E) 7.5. Expression in embryonic tissues was detected exclusively in the hepatic anlage and thyroid primordium at E 9.5. At E 12.5 and E 15.5, Hex expression persisted in the fetal liver and thyroid, and was also detected in the fetal lung. These results suggest that Hex has its role in differentiation and/or organogenesis of several embryonic tissues.